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Alison MacLeod speaks with a
soft English accent.

She lives in Brighton, England,
where she teaches contemporary
fiction at the University of
Chichester in West Sussex.

But in her heart, she’s still a
Nova Scotian. 

The author, who is longlisted
for the prestigious Man Booker
Prize, grew up in Halifax. She has
worked as an usher at Neptune
Theatre and a tour guide at Cit-
adel Hill and earned her degree in
English from Mount Saint Vincent
University.

And it was on a bus on Robie
Street that the young woman, who
as a child was obsessed with Anne
of Green Gables and carried on
imaginary nightly conversations
with author Lucy Maud Mont-
gomery, decided to become a
writer.

Unexploded, her tale of a fam-
ily on the south coast of England
in 1940 living in fear of a German
invasion, will be released by Pen-
guin Canada today. 

On an August visit home,
shortly after her fourth book was
published to glowing reviews in
the U.K., MacLeod was enjoying
time with family and revisiting
childhood haunts like the Citadel,
which she describes as a magnet
for stories.

The slim brunette is the fourth
of five children. Her mother lives
in Bedford and her photographer
sister Kate runs Halifax Head-
shots. She has a brother in Ottawa
and sisters in Ottawa and Quebec.

She smiles when asked what’s
become a frequent question: no,
she’s not related to award-win-
ning Cape Breton author Alistair
MacLeod.

Her parents, who met at the
Jubilee Boat Club in Halifax, were
from Cape Breton and she won-
ders if there may be a distant
family connection as her late
father, Hugh, and Alistair
MacLeod looked quite a bit alike. 

There are more MacLeod con-
nections.

She did a reading with Alistair
MacLeod’s son, Alexander, and
she received a full fellowship to
study creative writing with Alistair
MacLeod at the University of
Windsor. The No Great Mischief

author encouraged her instead in
“a kind letter” to follow her
dreams of travelling and study at
Lancaster University in England,
she recalls.

MacLeod published her debut
novel The Changeling in 1996,
shortly after receiving her mas-
ter’s degree in creative writing.

Man Booker Prize nominee Alison MacLeod now lives in England
but she grew up in Halifax. Halifax Headshots

MacLeod
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Booker
Story of family
in WWII Britain
garners acclaim
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AWARD-WINNING EXPATRIATE

Progressive Conservative Leader
Jamie Baillie is promising to slash
the corporation tax all the way
down to zero on the first
$500,000 of earnings.

Baillie said he wants to create a
“tax-free zone for small business”
in Nova Scotia.

Every company making a profit
of a half-million dollars or more
would benefit from an annual
savings of $36,250 under the plan.
Baillie hasn’t released all the
details, but he said the cut would
be phased in over four years and
cost $62 million at the end.

It would be partly funded by
eliminating the cabinet-controlled
Nova Scotia Jobs Fund, which
distributes money to businesses
but which opposition parties have
branded a slush fund.

Baillie said he wants to stimu-
late local job growth rather than
bribe outside companies to come
to the province.

The NDP shot back that it has
actually been the party that cham-
pions small business.

Early in its mandate, the NDP

announced it would drop the
corporation tax on businesses
earning up to $350,000 to three
per cent from five per cent by
2014. It now sits at 3.5 per cent.

That means a company hitting 

Baillie vows
to slash
business tax
Similar cuts didn’t stimulate
economy in N.B., analyst says
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YARMOUTH — The association
representing many of Nova Sco-
tia’s fish processing plants sparred
with the provincial fisheries min-
ister Monday over a loan given
recently to help a fish plant retain
jobs.

Nova Scotia has more seafood
processing plants than it has sea-
food coming into them, the Nova
Scotia Fish Packers Association
says.

So when the government gave a
$500,000 loan to Blue Wave
Seafoods of Port Mouton last
month, some in the processing
industry were unimpressed.

That’s because a 2007 govern-
ment report suggested govern-
ment should provide no further
financial assistance to fish plants

in a first step toward rationaliza-
tion and creating a sustainable
future for coastal communities.

“Nova Scotia has way more
capacity to process fish than we
could ever dream to use any-
more,” Marc Surette, executive
director of the Nova Scotia Fish
Packers Association, said Monday.

“Propping up fish plants won’t
do much to strengthen the in-
dustry.”

An industry-government com-
mittee helped formulate the 2007
document titled the Nova Scotia
Seafood Processing Sector: State
of the Industry and Competitive-
ness Assessment.

The report recognized that
granting assistance would create
unfair advantages, and when a
restructuring loan is announced, it
seems to go against everything
that the sensible policy stands for,
Surette said.

Fish industry, minister
clash over plant loan
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Worth £50,000, the prize is
awarded every year to the
best novel by a writer from
the British Commonwealth
and Ireland. This year’s
long list has 13 candidates.

DATES
Today, the short list will be
announced. On Oct. 15, the
winner will be announced.

PAST WINNERS
Hilary Mantel has won two
of the last four, in 2012
(Bring Up the Bodies) and
2009 (Wolf Hall). Other
winners include Roddy
Doyle (Paddy Clarke Ha Ha
Ha, 1993), Kazuo Ishiguro
(The Remains of the Day,
1989) and Julian Barnes
(The Sense of an Ending,
2011)

CANADIAN WINNERS
Michael Ondaatje (The
English Patient, 1992),
Margaret Atwood (The
Blind Assassin, 2000), Yann
Martel (Life of Pi, 2002).
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The province has approved more
than $27 million for hospital ex-
pansions in New Glasgow and
Halifax and upped pay for some
Halifax doctors.

Aberdeen Hospital in New
Glasgow will get more than $24
million for its new emergency
department and pharmacy and
more than $3.5 million will go to
expanded hemodialysis at the
Halifax Infirmary.

In 2012, The Chronicle Herald
reported the expansion of the
emergency department and its
overcrowded pharmacy was going
to cost roughly $12 million.

It was “being funded by the
province, which set aside $2.6
million in the 2011 budget, and
municipal governments in Pictou
County.

On Monday, Eileen MacIsaac of
the Pictou County health author-
ity explained that the original
estimate was done in 2008 and
did not include anything for fur-
niture, equipment, contingency
funds or infrastructure upgrades
like electrical and emergency
power and other improvements to
bring the space up to current
building codes and fire marshal
standards.

The government also approved
raises of two per cent for doctors
in a number of departments at the
Queen Elizabeth II Health Sci-
ences Centre and the IWK Health
Centre.

Funding
approved
for MDs,
hospitals
THE CHRONICLE HERALD

An intoxicated man picked up by
Halifax police last week died
Sunday, three days after he was
found unresponsive in a police
holding cell.

The 53-year-old never regained
consciousness, said Ron MacDon-
ald, director of the Serious Incid-
ent Response Team, which invest-
igates all serious incidents in-
volving Nova Scotia police.

No cause of death has been
established, but an autopsy was
done Monday, said MacDonald,
who is an independent civilian.

The Spryfield man died Sunday
afternoon at the Queen Elizabeth
II Health Sciences Centre, where
he was taken Thursday evening
after an officer found him breath-
ing but unresponsive in Halifax
Regional Police cells.

Police had received a complaint
and arrested the man for public
intoxication on a path near Sylvia
Avenue. They planned to hold
him in cells to be released when
sober.

Police across the province have
policies on conducting checks on
intoxicated people who are in
custody.

“One of the parts of our invest-
igation will be to review those
policies and to look at the course
of the individual’s stay in cells.”

When medical responders

Thursday night deemed the man’s
condition serious, police contac-
ted the response team, which
began an investigation. The team
investigates incidents in which
civilians are harmed during inter-
actions with police, even when
there is no allegation of wrongdo-
ing.

Police have not identified the
victim, but numerous people in
the Sylvia Avenue area said he
was Kevin Burke.

“He was a great guy; I’m going
to miss him,” said Lena Wilson,
who lives near the path Burke was
found on.

“He’d have coffee with me
every day. Laugh, carry on,
everything.” 

Wilson said someone found
Burke and called 911 before she

went to check him out. He had a
bad leg, and it looked like he’d
fallen on a winding, rocky path
that connects Sylvia Avenue to
Forbes Street, which is where he
was staying. It appeared as though
he hit his head on some big rocks,
she said.

Wayne Sherman said Burke
often fell and injured himself
after drinking. 

He thinks police might have
thought this was a similar situ-
ation.

Sherman said his friend never
got violent.

MacDonald said police have
heard from witnesses who
thought the victim hit his head.
His agency will try to find out if
officers should have sought med-
ical help sooner.

Man arrested for intoxication dies
SELENA ROSS 
DAN ARSENAULT
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“It was all quite exciting, it sold
fine for a first novel and went on
to get good critical acclaim, which
is very important in literary fic-
tion.”

She earned her PhD in creative
writing and literature from the
University of Lancaster, published
the novel The Wave Theory of
Angels in 2005 and a collection of
short stories, Fifteen Modern
Tales of Attraction in 2007.

Unexploded was slated for a
Sept. 5 release in the U.K., but
after the news of her Booker
nomination on July 24, the pub-
lishers rushed its release and in a
week and a half it was into its
third printing.

The idea for the book began
after MacLeod felt what she de-
scribes as palpable fear in London
following the July 7, 2005, bomb-
ings on the city’s public transport-
ation system that killed 52 people.

“I started to think about what
it’s like to live in fear and what
saves us from our fears,” she says,
noting she wept when she finished
writing the book.

“It was a tremendous relief. I’m
proud of every book, though I
always want to improve on certain
things.”

She says she is a ruthless editor.
“I feel really relieved when I’ve
done right by my characters.”

Like all her novels, Unexploded
is deeply researched, a process
MacLeod loves.

“Facts take my imagination to
all sorts of places. You have to
choose a story you love and are
fascinated by to keep you doing
years of labour on your book. It’s a
slightly unnatural way to spend
your life.”

MacLeod has already been
honoured for her writing. She won
the Society of Authors’ Award for
Short Fiction in 2008 and was
shortlisted for the 2011 BBC Na-
tional Short Story Award. She’s
received awards from Arts Coun-
cil England and the Canada
Council for the Arts.

Today is the day the Booker
short list comes out and even if
she doesn’t make it, she’s happy
to be nominated.

In recent weeks, she’s received
invitations to the Jaipur Literary
Festival in India and to do a read-
ing in France.

She’s had queries from an Iran-
ian filmmaker and collectors
wondering how to get hold of her
early works and there’s been an
outpouring of congratulations
from her Facebook friends.

“There’s been a great outpour-
ing of people who are happy for
me and it’s been really touching.”
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